Buddy Gene Goforth
December 26, 1935 - November 20, 2019

Mr. Buddy Gene Goforth., 83, of Mooresville, passed away on Wednesday, November 20,
2019 at Heritage Place in Statesville.
Mr. Goforth was born in Rutherford County on December 26, 1935 and was the son of the
late Charlie Johnson Goforth and Georgia Reed Street Goforth.
On March 22, 1958 he married Judy Law in Reseda, California and together they shared
61 years of marriage. and was a veteran of the Air Force in 1954.
He worked as a safety engineer for IBM and was part of the Saturn Rocket program. Mr.
Goforth served on many boards in his lifetime; The American Legion, a President of the
Builders Association in Mooresville, and part of the Society of Safety Engineers.
Left to cherish his memory are his wife, Judy Law Goforth; three sons; David (Cindy)
Goforth of Matthews, NC, Daniel (Rebecca) Goforth of Hayden, AL and Doug (Lisa)
Goforth of Charlotte, NC; one daughter, Marianne (David) Link of Durham, NC; two
sisters, Nancy Carol (Joe) Pilgrim of Mooresville, NC and Kay Ellen Goforth of Gastonia,
NC; eighteen grandchildren; one great granddaughter and three step great-grandchildren.
Graveside services will be held at 1:00 PM Friday, November 29, 2019 at Salisbury
National Cemetery, Annex 501 Statesville Blvd. Salisbury, NC 28144.
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to Iredell County Hospice and Palliative Care,
2341 Simonton Road, Statesville, North Carolina 28625.
Online condolences can be made to the family at www.nicholsonfunerals.com and
Nicholson Funeral Home is serving the family of Buddy Gene Goforth.
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Comments

“

Judy and family, I'm so, so sorry to hear this news. My prayers are with you all. What
an amazing legacy Buddy left! Sending lots of love. Debbie Tatu

Debra Tatu - November 29 at 07:45 PM

“

I met Marianne (Buddy’s daughter) in 7th grade. She became my best friend and
Buddy and Judy became additional parents. Of course they were the cool parents.
One they were not the parents I lived with day in and day out. Two because they
were really cool. They took me everywhere. Buddy and the family taught me to water
ski, snorkel, scuba dive, travel just for the pure joy of traveling. He took me flying
when he got his pilots license. He and I flew to see Marianne sing one Sunday. More
than anything Buddy and his family taught me family was more than just the children
they raised. They loved everyone. They didn’t just accepted their children’s friends,
we became part of their family. They were huggers and I loved that. I loved that
Buddy always greeted me with a hug and a genuine sweet smile. Buddy will be
missed, but I will remember the wonderful memories, and life lessons he left with me.

Ginger Schaarschmidt - November 29 at 09:02 AM

“

Buddy and I worked together in the same department before he left IBM. I'm so glad I
had the pleasure of working and knowing him..he was such a wonderful
person..God's peace be with the family for this time ..Frances Marshall

Frances Marshall - November 26 at 03:25 PM

“

I had the privilege and honor of knowing Buddy for several years, and became acquainted
with his lovely wife, Judy as
well. Buddy always had a welcoming smile and kind word for

everyone and was a gentleman who was loved by many who
came to know him. Our Griffin family was honored when Buddy and Judy's son David
married my niece Cindy Griffin, and she and David were blessed with two wonderful
sons, Charley and Jonathan. It was my distinct honor to know Buddy and some of his
relatives, sadly did not get to know all of them. My prayer for the family is that they will be
comforted by the Everloving Arms of our Blessed Lord Jesus as they travel this road of
grief and loss. May their hearts rejoice in the fact that earth lost a fine man but Heaven
gained a soul when Buddy ended his earthly journey and entered the Pearly Gate to meet
his Redeemer. God bless all of you during this very difficult time.
Maxine Griffin McClean
Okotoks, Alberta Canada
Maxine Griffin McClean - November 26 at 10:45 PM

“

So sorry Judy and family I will always remember our wonderful times at aunt
georgies I’m sorry I can’t be there but our love and prayers are with you love Norma
Thomas oshields

norma oshields - November 26 at 12:44 PM

“

Am so sadden to hear this. Buddy was my friend, my first IBM manager in Charlotte,
and we had a lot of time together both at work and off. He taught me a lot regarding
the world of "Safety" and how it really pertains to the 'human' s often masques with
so much laughter realizing the eventual line of cannot fix stupid before that sentence
ever got known (coined). He always had a positive look on everything and made you
feel glad and in a good mood whenever with him or his family. There really cannot be
enough said about Buddy --if you knew him you know what I mean- The best of him
can and will always be ready in my mind for recall memory --which is why we have
them --to recall those times with the ones you know so great --like Buddy--so
everyone --just use your memories and recall those times as I will do -- He would like
that.

Tom Adair - November 26 at 11:56 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Mr. Buddy was a wonderful man. Him and his wife were
always so nice when they were at Churchill.

Trula Hammond - November 26 at 08:58 AM

“

To the Goforth Family.... I am so very sad to hear of Buddy's passing. I knew him
many years at IBM and was always so impressed with his kindness to everyone. It
was wonderful to see him when we had our Facilities reunion 5 or so years ago.
Thank you, Doug, for bringing him. May you find much comfort and peace in
wonderful memories you have of your lives with this gentle man. Pam Rhynes

Pam Rhynes - November 25 at 09:32 PM

“

Angie lit a candle in memory of Buddy Gene Goforth

Angie - November 25 at 11:36 AM

“

Nicholson Funeral Home lit a candle in memory of Buddy Gene Goforth

Nicholson Funeral Home - November 25 at 11:09 AM

