John A. Holmes
December 11, 1941 - August 18, 2019

John A. Holmes was born in Newark, New Jersey on December 11, 1941. He moved to
North Carolina in 1959 to attend the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
graduated from the university in 1963 with a B.A. in American History. John was drafted
into the Army in 1966 and served honorably until discharged in 1968.
John is survived by his former wife Nancy, living in Sherrills Ford, North Carolina. He is
also survived by his two children, a son Jay (Cristy) living in Durham, North Carolina and a
daughter Heather Martin (Hunter) living in Fort Myers, Florida. John is also survived by his
sister Lila Richards living in Hamilton Township, New Jersey.
After Graduating from UNC, John worked for the State of North Carolina. Upon being
discharged from the Army, John went to work in the cut and sew textile industry in
management. After retirement, he worked at Bi-Lo for several years in the Produce
Department.
He has lived many years in Statesville, North Carolina with his companion and caregiver,
Glenda Smith. In retirement, he loved working in the yard, being a good neighbor, and
watching the Tarheels beat Duke in Basketball and Football.
Services celebrating Mr. Holmes’ life will be conducted at 7:00 P.M. Thursday evening at
Nicholson Funeral Home with Rev. James Lewis officiating. The family will greet friends
following the service. He will be laid to rest at the National Cemetery in Salisbury.
Condolences may be sent online to the family to www.nicholsonfunerals.com. Memorials
may be given to Hospice & Palliative Care of Iredell County, 2347 Simonton Rd.,
Statesville, N.C. 28625. Nicholson Funeral Home is entrusted with the arrangements.

Events
AUG
22

Celebration of Life Service

07:00PM

Nicholson Funeral Home
135 Front Street, Statesville, NC, US, 28677

AUG
22

Visitation
Nicholson Funeral Home
135 Front Street, Statesville, NC, US, 28677

Comments

“

Lila Richards lit a candle in memory of John A. Holmes

Lila Richards - September 17 at 09:26 AM

“

Jay, Heather and Glenda: My brother, John A., was such a sweet and loving person.
As his sister, I was always very proud of him in all that he did throughout his life. As
children, I can remember John always protecting me from anyone or anything that he
thought might attempt to hurt me. My dearest memory of my brother is from our
childhood when our dog, Laddie, used to follow us to grammar school and wait for us
after school to follow us home and keep us safe (as my dad used to say). I was very
thankful that I made it to NC to see my brother in time and just before his passing. I
know he did not want me to see him toward the end of his life and so I hurried as fast
as I could to get there, almost breaking some speed limits. I also want to thank
Glenda for all that she did during this very difficult time and I know she will always
have all the good memories of John and herself to hold in her heart forever. Rest in
peace my dear brother in heaven. I am praying for you all the time. Love from your
sister, Lila

Lila Richards - September 17 at 09:20 AM

“

Glenda ,I am so sorry I did not make it to he funeral .I planned on coming because I
thought so much of you and John.I had a next door neighbor that started having
hallucinations and I was helping out with him. Prayers for you and all family and
friends

.Brenda Lackey (Betco)
Brenda Lackey - August 22 at 10:04 PM

“

John was a very nice person. Use to have alot of laughs with him at Beauty Maid.
Glenda you had a good one ,so sorry for your loss. My prayers are for you and his
family and friends . I remember the last time I saw both of you at Walmart .
Brenda Lackey

Brenda Lackey (Beauty Maid) - August 21 at 04:57 PM

“

I thought this was already on here. Glenda I am so sorry I did not make it Thursdsy night.I
had planned on coming because I thought so much of John and you. My next door
neighbor started having hallucinations and I was with him until his daughter got there .My
prayers for you and all family andfriends
Brenda Lackey - August 22 at 10:10 PM

“

Brenda Lackey (Beauty Maid) lit a candle in memory of John A. Holmes

Brenda Lackey (Beauty Maid) - August 21 at 04:49 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John A. Holmes.

August 21 at 09:30 AM

