Larry Wayne Bowman
April 2, 1943 - April 11, 2019

Larry Wayne Bowman, Sr., 76, of Carolina Beach, went home to be with his Lord and
Savior on April 11, 2019, after a courageous battle with cancer.
He was born April 2, 1943, in Forsyth County, NC, to the late George Washington
Bowman and Helen Pratt Bowman.
Larry loved all his family more than anything. He gave them all a firm foundation in the
Word of God. He was a hard worker with great integrity from his youth. He was involved in
finance, furniture, real estate and the restaurant business. Larry loved to be involved in the
community and church. He was a member of the Jaycees, Gideons and Masons. He had
a heart for church and its operations.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a daughter, Jennifer Hope
Bowman and two grandchildren, Jonathan Russell Smyre and Peyton Ashleigh Rawlings.
He was also preceded in death by Barbara Stokes , his first wife and the mother of his four
children, his second wife Ann Bowman. He was also proceeded in death by his brothers
Jerry and Eddie Bowman.
Survivors include his wife, Connie Reynolds-Bowman; children, Sherry Bowman Miles
(Jody), Larry Wayne Bowman, Jr. (Teresa) and Kristy Smyre (Jody); grandchildren,
Michael and Brandon Ward, Ashley Fulbright Smith (Anthony), Heather Fulbright Virtue
(Trevor), Warren and Matthew Bowman, Dillon Patterson (Suzanne), Kaitlyn Johnson
(Tristan), Andi Johnson(Chris), Jenna Johnson, Rebekah, Zachary, Nathan Smyre, Devin
and Destiny Bowman; great-granddaughter, Samantha Smith; stepchildren, Wendy Royal
(Chris), Stuart Reynolds (Amy), Jaime Preuss (Brian), Angel Martinez (Joshua) and Chris
James (Rain) and step-grandchildren, Julia Royal, Worth and Lila Reynolds, Joshua,
Zachary and Nicholas Preuss, McKennah Rawlings, Devan Martinez and Jackson James.
He is survived by another brother Steve Bowman.
A funeral service will be held at 4pm, Sunday, April 14, 2019, at Long Leaf Baptist Church,
317 Shipyard Blvd, Wilmington, NC with the Rev. Joshua Reilly and Rev. Clayton
Rivenbark officiating.
The family will receive visitors one-hour prior beginning at 3pm.
Larry made many friends during his lifetime. He loved to travel and he was always visiting

the sick. He loved his animals and was always feeding the birds and strays. He loved his
cabin home in Sparta, NC. Larry was a true Christian and was an example to everyone he
met.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Long Leaf Baptist Church, 317 Shipyard
Blvd., Wilmington, NC 28412.
A memorial service will be held at 1pm, Saturday, April 20, 2019, at Calvary Baptist
Church, 504 Whtes Mill Rd., Statesville, NC 28677 with Pastor Chris Haizlip officiating.
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Comments

“

Connie I am so sorry for your loss. Larry was such a sweet and kind man. I am sorry
I did not get back in town in time for the service on Sunday. I am praying for you and
Larry’s family as you all go through the coming days and weeks without your
precious Larry.
Love,
Diane Winstead

Diane Winstead - April 16 at 08:16 AM

“

For those of you who don’t know me, I am Angel Martinez, Larry and Ann’s daughter.
Larry was introduced into my life when I was 7 years old. He was so much more than
a Step-dad, he was a bonus Dad to my Brother, Chris and I. When he and my Mom
got married we were a blended family of 4 girls and 2 boys. He was a husband,
father, grandpa, gaga( as mine and Chris’s children call him) brother, uncle and
friend. He was a great Christian man that was always available to talk to you about
God and Heaven.
Larry loved baseball, I remember going to so many baseball games growing up, and
playing baseball in the yard with the family. He loved music! Christian, bluegrass, old
rock n roll any type of music. Over the years Larry and Mama seen many Artist in
concert. In our Family Real Estate office he and McKennah aka lil’ Mac would sing
and dance in his office where his music was always playing. Polka dancing? Where
in the world did that come from, but he loved watching it.
He loved to travel, he and Mama have seen beautiful places, beautiful countries and
marvelous wonders of the world created by God. He loved to fish. He loved being at
his cabin in Sparta, he loved being outside planting flowers. We have so many
special memories of him and Mama there with us and the grandkids. There’s
something about the mountains and the feeling you receive being closer to God.
Larry taught all his children the value of work, I can never remember him not working
or doing something to be busy. He used to take Chris, Kristy, Jennifer and I to work
with him on Saturday’s to get the work experience. We were always rewarded with a
lunch to Wata burger and the news stand store on Sunday after church.
Family vacations, growing up with 3 sisters and 2 brothers, visiting Grandma
Bowman’s on Sunday’s, taking walks that seemed to last for years, going ice skating
, watching the airplanes take off at the Winston Salem airport, having holiday get
togethers with he and Mama at home and the restaurant, they both loved Christmas
and decorating, hearing him say to Kristy, Chris, Jennifer and myself, “wake up, look
out the windows your missing the world going by” being there when all our children
were born, what ever it was he was there, a constant rock solid Christian man.
Larry loved his church, children, grandkids, family,friends and GOD!

My heart is full of love knowing that he is with Jesus, that so many were there,
excited and rejoicing that he was home.
To Chris, Wayne, Kristy, Sherry and Jennifer,
I have a Quote from Abraham Lincoln
“The Best Thing a man can do for his children is love their mother.” I know Larry
loved our Mothers!
Precious memories of a precious life. I love you Larry. Hug my Mama and Peyton
Ashleigh tight for me.
Angel Martinez - April 16 at 06:25 AM

