Loring Lee Fishburne Sr.
November 8, 1926 - December 11, 2019

Loring Lee Fishburne, Sr. of Statesville, North Carolina, died peacefully at home on
December 11, 2019 in the presence of his loving family. He was born to Alexander Gillon
and Jane Owen Fishburne on November 8, 1926, in Sumter, South Carolina. The
youngest of four, his siblings were Alexander Gillon Fishburne, Jr., Henry Burnett
Fishburne, and Mary Jane Fishburne Harder.
Mr. Fishburne attended The Citadel before enlisting in the United States Marine Corps. He
served during WWII in the Pacific Theater. After the war’s end, he attended the University
of South Carolina. He graduated from the National Hardwoods Lumbermen Association
School in Memphis, Tennessee, and thereafter made his career in the hardwood lumber
business.
A cradle Episcopalian, Mr. Fishburne served on the Vestry at Trinity Episcopal Church,
where he had been a member since the early 1960s. As Junior Warden, he was
instrumental in the construction of Trinity’s Henkel Road church and in the blending of
congregations from the Church of the Holy Cross and Trinity in 1968. Mr. Fishburne laid
the corner Vestry stone during the building process. He also served as a Senior Warden
and Lay Leader at the church. He was a charter member of the Duck Creek Gun Club and
he served on the Salvation Army of Iredell County’s Board of Directors.
Mr. Fishburne was an avid outdoorsman from youth. He was an amazing wing shot, and
his fly-fishing presentation was unmatched. In addition to baking prize-winning pound
cakes for family, friends, and neighbors, he enjoyed sharing them at the The Pecan Park
Farmer’s Market. His story and recipes were included in the cookbook, “Red Pepper
Fudge and Blue Ribbon Biscuits.” Later in life, he and his friends comprised Statesville’s
“Brain Trust,” meeting each morning for coffee and conversation. He is remembered most
for his enthusiastic embrace of life, his easy-going personality, and his devotion to church
and family.
Preceeded in death by his wife Ellen Murr Fishburne, he is survived by daughters Ellen
Fishburne Triplett (Jeff), Margaret Fishburne Goldston (Bryan), and Carol Fishburne Pitts
(Steve), and by his son and devoted caregiver, Loring Lee Fishburne, Jr. He leaves three
grandchildren: Mary Susannah Goldston, Emily Lauren Goldston Perrine, and Brett
Alexander Seats; three great-granddaughters: Lillian Grace Seats, Annabeth Claire Seats,

and Ezra Goldston Perrine; and numerous nieces and nephews.
The family will receive friends in Trinity Episcopal’s Holy Cross Room beginning at 2:00
p.m. on Sunday, December 15th with a service following at 3:00. Burial will follow at
Oakwood Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Trinity Episcopal
Church, 801 Henkel Road, Statesville, NC 28677; or Hospice and Palliative Care of Iredell
County, 2347 Simonton Road, Statesville, NC 28625. Fond memories and condolences
May be left at www.nicholsonfunerals.com. Nicholson Funeral Home is serving the
Fishburne family.
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Comments

“

Lee, Ellen, Margaret, and Carol,
Loring was such a joy to know; he always had a sweet smile and something good to
say. It was a blessing to sit next to him each Thursday evening at Pecan Park while
he sold his amazing pound cakes and I sold my bread and rolls. He had the most
kind manner and was a precious man! I am sorry for your loss and send hugs to
each of you. One day your father called me for a carmel frosting recipe and after a bit
of a search, I called him back with it. he thanked me with his usual expression of true
appreciation. He will be remembered fondly. I am grateful for the last visit on his
birthday; what a gift for me. Blessings to all of you and his many many friends.
Sharon Steele

Sharon Steele - December 14, 2019 at 07:41 PM

“

Thank you Sharon. Such sweet memories!
Margaret
Margaret Goldston - December 14, 2019 at 08:43 PM

“

Thank you for sharing your thoughts of Dad. I am sure you also enriched his life and for
that I am grateful.
Carol Pitts - January 12, 2020 at 09:20 PM

“

Dear Lee, Ellen, Carol and Margaret,
Mama and I are so very sorry for the loss of your very sweet and kind Father. Mama
always thought the world of him and your Mom, and so did I. We are glad that we
had the privilege and honor of knowing your Dad for so many years.
Our hearts go out to all of you and if we can help in any way just let me know.
Love, prayers and lots of hugs,
Rita, Christine and Nicholas

Rita - December 13, 2019 at 02:08 PM

“

You’ve always been an amazing disciple of my father. No words can express our family’s
appreciation. Thank you forever.
junior - December 17, 2019 at 11:36 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Loring Lee Fishburne Sr..

December 13, 2019 at 10:33 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Loring Lee Fishburne
Sr..

December 13, 2019 at 07:32 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Loring Lee Fishburne Sr..

December 12, 2019 at 10:12 PM

“

Loring, a true gentleman, appreciated any act of kindness shown him, no matter how
small. He greeted every day with gratitude and a positive outlook. I have many fond
memories of spending Thanksgiving week with him and his family at Sunset Beach.

Beth Goldston - December 12, 2019 at 06:37 PM

“

Beth, thank you for your kind words. We are so glad for the times we shared at Sunset and
so happy you were there.
Carol Pitts - January 12, 2020 at 09:24 PM

“

Nicholson Funeral Home lit a candle in memory of Loring Lee Fishburne Sr.

Nicholson Funeral Home - December 12, 2019 at 03:52 PM

