Sue (Carter) Walser
March 14, 1942 - December 18, 2018

Ella Sue Carter Walser passed away at her home on December 18, 2018. She was born
in Arlington Virginia March 14, 1942, daughter of James Lowry Carter and Isabelle Snipes
Carter. Her family, including three younger siblings, moved to Salisbury when she was 14.
Sue attended Boyden (Salisbury) High School where she met the love of her life, Bert
Walser. She graduated from St. Andrew’s College and married Bert in 1963, returning to
Salisbury where she began teaching at West Rowan High School. To her last days, Sue
said that teaching the fine young men and women of West Rowan was one of the greatest
privileges of her life.
She and Bert moved to Statesville in 1968, when Bert opened the Statesville office for
Mid-State Oil Company. They had two children, Adam and Jason, and Sue spent time at
home with them before working again as a teacher in pre-school, opening the Surry
House gift shop, and eventually going to work as the manager of King’s Grant Retirement
Community in 1983. She served the residents there for more than 24 years.
In 2003 Bert died unexpectedly, and she had to rebuild her life, which she did with dignity
and passion.
Sue was active at First Presbyterian Church (serving in many leadership roles),
volunteered with many nonprofit organizations (with a special love for her work with the
Statesville Community Foundation), and tried to never miss her book or garden club
gatherings. She was also very proud of her involvement with Art in Bloom and Mitchell
College.
She loved travelling, reading, and learning throughout her life, but may best be
remembered for her skills at entertaining and caring for others. She also loved flowers,
wildlife, and anything “blue and white.” But more than anything, she loved her family –
especially her three grandchildren.

She was fortunate enough to find a second love of her life in Tom Allison, whom she dated
for 13 years.
Sue was preceded in death by her parents, husband Albert Walser, special friend Thomas
A. Allison, and brother Robert Carter. She is survived by her son Adam (wife Lucy and
daughter Sally), son Jason (wife Tracy, son Ian, and daughter Autumn), sister Donna
Carter Myers, and brother James Lowry Carter, Jr., as well as several nephews and
nieces.
During the last months and years of her life, she developed a special love for Emily Fultz,
Robin Jenkins, and Dekota Sharpe who gave her laughter, independence, joy, and dignity.
Her family will remain forever grateful for their dedication to and love for Sue.
A memorial service will be held at the First Presbyterian Church of Statesville on Friday,
December 21, at 3:00 pm. A reception and visitation with family will be held immediately
after the service. A private family burial will be held at Oakwood Cemetery,
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation in her honor to the First Presbyterian
Church of Statesville, 125 N. Meeting St. Statesville, 28677; the Iredell Community
Foundation Endowment Fund, 220 N. Tryon St. Charlotte, 28202; or The Salvation Army
of Iredell County, 1361 Caldwell St., Statesville, NC 28677. Online condolences may be
made to the family at www.nicholsonfunerals.com and Nicholson Funeral Home is serving
the family.
Donations may be made to:
First Presbyterian Church125 N. Meeting St., Statesville NC 28677Salvation Army of
Iredell County1361 Caldwell Street, Statesville NC 28677Iredell Commnunity Foundation
Endowment Fund220 N. Tryon Street, Charlotte NC 28202

Comments

“

A candle was lit by Burr Fraley and the staff of Nicholson Funeral Home
on December 18, 2018 2:48 PM
You are in our prayers.

Burr Fraley and the staff of Nicholson Funeral Home - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

A candle was lit by Debbie Yeadt
on December 18, 2018 7:36 PM
Someone that loved life and her family.Â She always had time to do for others and
had a special twinkle in her eye. She was lived by so many.

Debbie Yeadt - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Prayers for Sue's family and friends.Â She was welcoming when I moved to
Statesville and always called my name wherever we met.Â I will remember her
kindness.

Sherry Harris - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Prayers for the family. Remembering your mom at West Rowan and our last class
reunion from the class of 1966. She was a delightful lady.

Janis Cranford Ford - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Among her many interests, Sue was a tireless advocate for older adults in our
community and led by example, living life to the fullest.Â We will miss her passion
and strong voice for seniors on Iredell's Home and Community Care Block Grant
Committee.Â Â

Anna Rice, Iredell Council on Aging - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Sueâ€

s family. Such a great lady!

Sarah Kirkman - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Sue and Bert were best friends and helped me through a rough time in my life for
which I'm forever grateful. Bert made the best old fashioneds, hands down. My
heartfelt sympathy to the family.Â Charlie Sowers

Charlie Sowers - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Heartfelt sympathy to family, friends and all the lives she has been such an important
part of. Looking back reflect on her accomplishments, her laughter, her smiles and
the friendship she brought to all of you. Sincerely,

Ali - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

On behalf of Iredell Museums, we wish to express our sincerest of condolences to
the family of Sue Walser. A donation has been made to the Iredell County
Community Foundation Endowment Fund in her memory.Â

Iredell Museums - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Â Â Â Mrs. Walser was my favorite teacher of all time.Â Â She made learning fun
and it was obvious she cared for her students.Â Â I will miss her but I have
wonderful memories of her.Â My prayers are with the family.Â Barbara F. Couch

Barbara Couch - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

We wish to express our deepest condolences to the Walser family. We knew Sue for
many years and valued her friendship greatly.

Greg and Betsy Gevik - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Adam, Jason, and their families. Â I am so sorry to miss
the service Friday, as I am in California with my family. Â Sue was a wonderful friend,
always interesting and a pleasure to be with.Harruette

Harriette Andrews - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Sue will be missed by so many people. She was always such a source of joy and
cared so deeply about all of her friends. My deepest condolences to Adam, Jason,
and your families.

Gwyn Gilliam - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

A candle was lit by Landrea Rhyne
on December 21, 2018 9:18 AM
We were so blessed to know Sue.Â She deeply loved her twoÂ sons, their families
and grandchildren. May your precious memories of her, live on forever in your
hearts.Â And mayÂ Â Â God bless and keep you in His loving care.
With deepest Sympathy,

Landrea Rhyne - February 11 at 09:14 AM

“

Sueâ€ s love for family, friends and her community will not be forgotten.
She shared laughter and joy with those around her .

Elgenia & Jim Ross - February 11 at 09:14 AM

