Horace E. Huie
August 18, 1936 - August 29, 2020

Horace E. Huie of Olin passed away on August 29. He lived a life that was defined by his
jovial nature, a deep-seated belief in usefulness, and a legacy of showing up for others.
Born August 18, 1936 in Olin, Horace was a very active child who was always into
mischief. His childhood began what became a lifelong obsession with finding and picking
blackberries. It also marked the start of another endearing lifelong habit: he delighted in
making early morning wake up calls. More on both of those later.
Horace graduated from Union Grove High School in 1954. In search of opportunity,
Horace followed his brother into the United States Marine Corps. After completing Boot
Camp on Parris Island, Horace worked in Supply in Camp Lejeune, Camp Pendleton, and
Okinawa, among others.
While stationed at Camp Lejeune, Horace married Emily Reid - beginning their 59-year life
together. When his enlistment ended, Horace and Emily moved to Union Grove, where
they raised their three children - Pam, Phil, and Dora. Horace loved children. His own
childhood mischievousness grew into the fun-loving, playful nature that endeared him to
his friends and family through his life. He played and laughed freely with his children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Even up until the end of his life, he would be the
first to log roll down a hill, to climb into a giant cardboard box, to let great grandkids paint
his toenails, or to wear an outlandish Halloween costume.
Also shaping his adult life was a strong sense of the importance of usefulness and
leadership.
Horace’s enlistment in the US Marine Corps was followed by a long career at Southern
Screw, where he began in an entry-level office position in1958, moved up to production
control manager, and was promoted from there to oversee the shipping department. He
was one of the last three employees entrusted to finalize operations when Southern Screw
closed in 1990. During his time at Southern Screw, he was instrumental in bringing the

union to the company as he felt strongly about improving compensation and working
conditions for all employees. He was President of the Office Workers Union when the
contract was signed. Outside of work and in the community, Horace was also a charter
member of the Union Grove Fire Department and served as Board Chair for a number of
years. He played a major role in the renovation of the Union Grove Fire Department in the
late 1970s. When interviewed once about his approach to management at Southern
Screw, he said “I try to motivate people to be responsible and make decisions on their
own, put them in positions I think they can handle and give them free hand. And it works
great.” What the interview could never capture, but what was obvious to all who knew him,
was that, whether he was at work or in the community, he was constantly putting himself
out there, building relationships, showing up to support people, and trying to mediate
conflicts in ways that were fair for everyone.
After his retirement from Southern Screw, he worked at Ace Hardware in Union Grove
until recently. He enjoyed being around other people, telling stories, knowing what was
going on in the community, and helping people figure out what they needed to do projects.
He never met a stranger in his life, but especially not while he was working at Ace. People
came to Ace just to see Horace. He would always say “We don’t make a lot of money, but
we have a lot of fun!”
The very same active, curious nature that got him into trouble as a child helped him have
a rich, full life. He was always working on a project, always heading somewhere, and
always talking to someone.
Horace gardened year-round. He always had a project going to keep him busy, and, as
anyone who gardens knows, gardening fits that bill. Horace kept family and friends flush
with delicious fresh produce, especially tomatoes, okra, and greens. In later years, he also
enjoyed watching zinnias grow in his garden.
Until 2015, Horace treated the growth habits of the wild blackberries in Union Grove the
way other people treat college sports. All of Horace’s family members know that
blackberry “season” began in early June when Horace started watching the berries and
making his plan of attack. By late June, blackberry picking would be a daily activity at all
times of day for three weeks and anyone could be conscripted into helping him berry-pick
for hours on end. In 2012, Horace picked more than 44 quarts of blackberries by himself!
His obsession yielded an abundance of blackberry cobblers, blackberry jelly, and cooked
blackberries to be sopped up with biscuits.
He loved being around people - especially when he could laugh, joke, or tell stories with

them. He played good-natured pranks that kept his family and friends laughing. Whether
he was wearing red polyester pants to a wedding or turning a toilet seat into a wreath,
Horace’s pranks were always memorable. He delighted in making 6am happy birthday
calls and in waking up anyone who slept past that hour with a too-cheerful “rise and
shine!”
In the late 1970s, Horace jumped into showing horses with his daughter Dora. Through
the 1980s, he had a few Arabian mares that competed in Class A horse shows in NC and
the Southeast. Over time, he moved into breeding, raising and showing American
Saddlebred horses. He loved raising colts and watching them go to shows. His horses
won several high point awards over the years.
He was a lifelong and devoted member of Winthrop Friends Meeting, often taking on
leadership roles like teaching the Adult Men’s Sunday School class, serving on the House
& Grounds Committee, and serving as a Clerk (Elder) on the Ministry & Counsel
Committee.
From 2014 to 2016, he became full-time caregiver to Emily, as she suffered from dementia
and a number of physical ailments. He made sure she could live the rest of her life
comfortably at home by embarking on a labor of love to care for her, with support from his
children, as well as Bonnie Mitchell, who became such a valued and trusted friend of the
family that she continued to help Horace until his death.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Hoyt and Sarah Crater Huie, brothers Gale and
Pete Huie, sister Sue Johnson, and his wife Emily Reid Huie.
Horace is survived by children - Pam (Gerald) Campbell, Phil (Janet Williams) Huie, and
Dora (Bill) Machat; grandchildren - Eliza (Jason) Kiser, Leah (Mike) Painter, and Sarah
(Jonathan) Williams; great-grandchildren Bailey, Laurette, Adisyn, Emily and Kirby; sisters
Luecree Nicholson and Charlotte Redmond, sister-in-law Sylvia (Dennis) Pipkin; special
friend Elaine Sessoms, and numerous nieces, nephews, and friends.
Mr. Huie will Lie in State Friday 12:00 noon – 5:00 pm at Nicholson Funeral Home in
Statesville. A Graveside Service will be held Saturday, September 5, 2020 at 11:00 am at
Winthrop Friends Meeting in Union Grove/Harmony with the body to Lie in State from
10:00 am - 10:45 am at the church prior to the service. Full military rites will be held.
Attendees are asked to wear a mask to the service and observe social distancing for the
safety of all in attendance.
Memorials may be given to Winthrop Friends Meeting, c/o Alec Grant, 326 Speaks

Rd.Olin, NC 28660 or to the donor's choice. Fond memories and condolences may be left
at www.nicholsonfunerals.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Nicholson Funeral Home - September 03, 2020 at 04:48 PM

“

To Charlotte, We’re saddened to hear of your brother’s passing but inspired by his
life story. Although we didn’t have the honor of knowing him, we’re sure he was a
wonderful man. It’s not hard to imagine both of you being into all kinds of mischief!
What great times you must have had! Please know we’re thinking of you and your
family. Love and prayers, Becky and Jerry Mishoe

Becky Mishoe - September 12, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

Love's Tapestry was purchased for the family of Horace E. Huie.

September 04, 2020 at 05:20 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Horace E. Huie.

September 04, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Horace E. Huie.

September 02, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

Due to recent surgery I seriously doubt I can come to funeral home or the funeral.
I always thought a lot of Horace. He was always kind and helpful every time I was
around him. Thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. Hold on to those good
memories so you can pass them on to the next generation.

mike trivette - September 02, 2020 at 01:37 AM

“

“

Thank you, Mike
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:23 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Horace E. Huie.

September 01, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

My sincere sympathy to all family and friends of this wonderful, fun loving man. I
would almost start a project just to get to shop with him at Union Grove Ace
Hardware. He didn't know me the first time we met...but, he made me fill like we'd
always known each other every time after! Reminded me so much of my own people
loving father
God bless you all with the peace of having been loved by this wonderful man.
Maryjane M Myers

Maryjane Myers - September 01, 2020 at 08:56 AM

“
“

Thank you, Maryjane
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:23 PM

My prayers are with all the family. A very nice person, very friendly and never saw him
without a smile. A blessing to our community—Phyllis Lambert-Lowe
Phyllis Lambert- Lowe - September 03, 2020 at 08:39 PM

“

May family and friends find the peace to get through this time. Horace was a hoot to
be around (unless you were the victim),but even then you usually have something to
laugh about later. I will miss my interactions with Horace, and will have fond
memories of many of those for the rest of my days.

Keith Dobson - September 01, 2020 at 08:51 AM

“

Thank you, Keith
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:22 PM

“

Phil, Leah , and family. We loved Horace. He was a great guy. So genuine and so
darn easy to get along with. Always thinking and speaking of others. May God Bless
and comfort you. Much love,, Bob and Betty Travis

Bob Travis - September 01, 2020 at 08:13 AM

“

“

Thank you, Bob and Betty.
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:21 PM

Fond memories of this family going up together. Ending up prayers for the family.
Thinking of you all.
Sandy York Gantt

Sandy York Gantt - September 01, 2020 at 07:03 AM

“

“

Thank you Sandy
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:22 PM

Mary Lentz lit a candle in memory of Horace E. Huie

Mary Lentz - September 01, 2020 at 01:10 AM

“

Steve and Judy Kirby

Judy Kirby - August 31, 2020 at 10:34 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to all of Horace’s family. We are happy to have had the
privilege of knowing him during our time in Union Grove. Our thoughts and prayers
remain with you all.
Steve and Judy Kirby

Judy Kirby - August 31, 2020 at 10:32 PM

“

“

Thank you, Judy and Steve
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:29 PM

Our deepest sympathy to all of Horace’s family. We are happy to have had the
privilege of knowing him during our time in Union Grove. Our thoughts and prayers
continue for you all.
Steve and Judy Kirby

Judy Kirby - August 31, 2020 at 10:18 PM

“

Lourdes Winters lit a candle in memory of Horace E. Huie

Lourdes Winters - August 31, 2020 at 08:45 PM

“

I appreciate all the years of friendship i was able to spend with him. All the help and
knowledge of him helping me with my horses and the joy of how much he loved his.
A special giving man. And so kind to Jimmy. He always went out of his way to help.
He was a blessing to all who knew him.

Tamara and Jimmy Showmaker - August 31, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

“

Thank you, Tamara and Jimmy
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:30 PM

I send my condolences to uncle Horace’s wonderful family and want to express my
deep respect and affection for him. I am grateful for the times and laughs that we
shared over the years and I am sure that uncle Horace, aunt Emily and my dear
mother are working hard to make Heaven into even a more joyful place.
Dan Campbell, Falls Church, VA

Dan Campbell - August 31, 2020 at 05:17 PM

“

Thank you, Dan
Eliza - September 02, 2020 at 06:30 PM

“

Nicholson Funeral Home lit a candle in memory of Horace E. Huie

Nicholson Funeral Home - August 31, 2020 at 05:02 PM

