Paul Howard Ribbeck
April 12, 1948 - June 25, 2020

Paul Howard Ribbeck, age 72, of Statesville passed away peacefully after a courageous
battle with cancer on June 25, 2020 at his home.
He was born April 12, 1948 in Buffalo, New York the son of the late Howard Ribbeck and
Marian Koch Ribbeck. He is also preceded in death by his brother, Karl Ribbeck.
Paul was a teacher in New York at Franklin Middle School where taught German. He
coached Hockey and loved sports, some of his favorite teams were the Buffalo Sabers
Hockey Team, Buffalo Bills football team and the Davidson College Basket Ball team.
Most of all he loved his family and was a devoted husband, father, grandfather and friend
who will be missed by all.
Left to cherish his memory are his devoted wife of 44 years , Elizabeth Gillen Ribbeck;
son, Jonathan Ribbeck and wife Jennifer of Statesville, NC; daughter, Michele Montanino
and husband Luke of Lancaster, NY; grandchildren, Tyler and Susan Ribbeck; and
numerous other loving family and friends.
A memorial service will be held at a later date.
Please share memories and condolences with the family at www.nicholsonfunerals.com

Comments

“

We are deeply saddened but we know that God will give you the strength to make it.
Paul was my next door neighbor and we will miss you.
Eric and Reba Imes

eric - Yesterday at 09:49 PM

“

We are deeply saddened by the news of Paul's passing. He was always good to his
younger cousins. I remember him growing up and living behind my grandparents.
David and Mary Deutschlander

David Deutschlander - July 09 at 02:36 PM

“

So very sad to hear. Mr Ribbeck taught my mom, my older sister and I, and was one
of the best teachers I’ve ever had!

Elizabeth Kent - July 07 at 07:53 PM

“

Dear Beth and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Paul was a wonderful man. I recall encouraging
conversations with him when I was a substitute teacher at FMS. He always had a
smile on his face and was so funny and kind. You are all in my prayers.
With sincere condolences,
Gail Smith

Gail Smith - July 07 at 07:46 PM

“

Joe & I were so saddened to hear about Paul’s passing. We have so many fond
memories of raising our young families together on Lake Ave. and we frequently
reminence about the fun times. You were the best neighbors in every sense!
We send our sincere sympathy, love and prayers to you, Beth, Jonathan, Michele
and your families.
Cathy & Joe Kuczmarski

Cathy Kuczmarski - July 07 at 11:24 AM

“

During my years of teaching at Franklin Middle School, it was my wonderful privilege
to be able to work with "Herr Ribbeck!" He was an outstanding colleague and friend,
always helpful and supportive in every way to his co-workers and students. His
optimism and enthusiasm were inspiring to everyone as well as his ever-present
smile. I was so very sorry to learn of his passing and my thoughts and prayers are
with you all. He will surely be missed.

Ruth Guyker - July 06 at 10:35 AM

“

Peter and I were so sorry to learn this news. Even though life moves us in different
directions, we always remember the great times wedid have and shared. Our love and
heartfelt thoughts and prayers go out to you and the family.
Peter and Jane Firestone - July 07 at 08:13 AM

“

We were all so sorry to hear about Paul. It was always a treat when he would come
into The New York Store. Such a nice and fun guy to speak with. He will missed by
all. Our thoughts are with Beth and family.

Alan kurtzman - July 06 at 10:16 AM

“

What can I say about such a wonderful man. Herr Ribbeck was the reason I majored
in German, he was such a funny, caring teacher. I have so many wonderful
memories of him. We had to pick german names in class, everyone picked there
names but he said he had the perfect one for me, Gabby, because I was always
talking. I used to tap my pen alot on my desk, and he would go to his desk and start
tapping his stapler and would say he was sending morse code to me. I will never
forget his pet rock, his mannequin head and so many other things he used to make
us laugh. He was my middle school crush too, I would find any reason to go to his
classroom to talk to him, and over the years I would go to Franklin to visit him.
Fliegen hoch Herr Ribbeck, Auf Wiedersehen <3

Jill Galluzzo - July 05 at 10:40 PM

“

Paul was a great classmate He was a special guy he was always very polite to all the
girls, we will pray he can now rest without pain I am a cancer survior i know the pain
my prayers coming ur way for the loss of Paul Bless all of you

Carol Meyer Marki - July 05 at 05:53 PM

“

Paul and I were Lancaster NY high school classmates and I took German as well. He
was voted the male "Most Likely to Succeed" and was vice president of the Honor
Society, so it is no wonder that he made such a fine contribution to society and was
so beloved. Deepest condolences to his family and friends.

Susan Nichols - July 05 at 01:52 PM

“

Beth and family, Kathy and I are sad to learn of Paul's passing. Kevin and family.

Kevin Koch - July 05 at 07:59 AM

“

Dear Beth and family,
I’m saddened to hear of Paul’s passing. He was truly a wonderful & funny guy. He
made me smile every time I saw him at work. He was very kind and generous to the
support staff. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely,
Patty Mack

Patty Mack - July 04 at 10:33 AM

“

Fiery Lily and Rose was purchased for the family of Paul Howard Ribbeck.

June 29 at 06:57 PM

“

I am so sad to hear of Mr. Ribbeck's passing. I was his student when he was forced
to retire in 2003. I was devastated that I wouldn't have him in 8th grade, too. Still, I
kept in touch via email once in a while. I even went to see him with my now husband
(also his student in '03) in 2009 in Crystal Beach. I told him I wanted to be a German
Teacher. He and his wife kindly advised me against that in favor of an elementary
teacher. It's 11 years later and teaching elementary school was one of the best
decisions of my life (and I still got a Minor in German). Also, my older brother had
him and we still talk about him to this day! Best teacher either of us ever had! I
remember how he loved Skittles (or Skit-lets, as he called them) and frogs. His sense
of humor lent itself to learning in a perfect way and I believe I teach a little like him to
this day. What a beloved teacher and a wonderful person. RIP Mr. Herr Der Doktor
Ribbeck Sir. ~Bethany Reeb (Valint)

Bethany Valint (Reeb) - June 29 at 06:31 PM

“

Paul was a true friend. The kind of friend who was there if you needed him! He was
the brother I never had. My wife Deb became friends with Paul and Beth and we
spent some very special times together. We especially remember the seven foot
snow blizzard at Crystal Beach. We were stranded in their home eating all kinds of
delicious food and playing endless cards. Card games were a favorite past time for
all of us. We came to North Carolina in 2017 and were so excited that Paul and Beth
would be living only 20 minutes from our new home! The cards continued going back
and forth having wonderful dinners and playing many card games! Deb ( Paul called
her the Debber) would certainly agree that the best part of our relationship was our
ability to laugh endlessly at silly stuff and at ourselves/each other. We will never
forget those wonderful times, the four of us laughing until we cried. We now cry in
unison with all of Paul’s family and friends and know he is looking down at us with
that big smile on his face knowing we miss him and that we will meet him again in the
future!! Deb and I give our sincerest sympathy and offer any help and comfort
needed to Beth and the Ribbeck family!

Craig Billings - June 29 at 12:32 PM

“

Paul was a bright spot in my teaching career at Franklin. Always smiling and
engaging the kids, he was a great teammate!! Love and prayers to the family during
this difficult time. Rest In Peace Herr Ribbeck.

Theresa Gray - June 29 at 05:19 AM

“

Mr. Ribbeck was an amazing man. He (and Mrs. Ribbeck) took me in and treated me
as a son. I am so sad at this loss to our world. So many wonderful memories of my
time in Buffalo with him and the Ribbeck family. He had a great sense of humor, was
so caring and just all around top notch guy. Still sending live and prayers!

Jeff Stedman - June 28 at 05:29 PM

“

Very sorry to hear of Mr. Ribbeck’s passing. He was an excellent teacher who
influenced me from Franklin Middle through College. One of the good guys who will
be missed. Ron Dabrowski

Ron Dabrowski - June 28 at 05:08 PM

“

Beth and Family,
I am very sorry for your loss. My sincere condolences to all of you.
Christie Angrisano

Christie Angrisano - June 28 at 01:08 PM

“

Beth and family, I am so sorry for your loss. I remember being on jury duty with him years
ago. He was a class act just like you. Praying for you all during this difficult time.
Wendy Hall
Wendy Hall - June 28 at 07:05 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with all the Ribbecks but particularly you, Beth. Dick
and I will always remember the great times we spent in your company. We are
especially grateful that we were able to reconnect last summer and have a great time
at lunch with you both. May your memories sustain you in the days to come and
know that Paul is always with you in your heart. Blessings to you and your family.
Love, Sarah and Dick

Sarah Domster - June 28 at 12:17 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. May God bless
All of you during this difficult time. Maureen and Logan Rivera
maireen rivera - June 28 at 07:16 PM

“

I am so sorry to read about Paul’s death and send my sincere condolences, Beth. I
have many fond memories of you both and especially of the many years when both
Paul and I were colleagues at Franklin. Each. Christmas when I get out the wooden
Santa you created, I think of you both.I hope your beautiful family are sustained by
the many special memories you share!
Terri Parks

Terri Parks - June 28 at 11:55 AM

“

Bob and I are sending our sincere condolences to you and your family Beth. May
Paul Rest In Peace! Bob and Gayle Balko!

Gayle Balko - June 28 at 11:05 AM

“

I am so very sorry for your family's loss. My sister was a student of Paul's back at
Franklin Junior High. When I shared the news of his passing, she said, "Herr
Ribbeck! I'm so sorry!" He was one of her favorite teachers. My sister was very shy,
and Herr Ribbeck was always so kind to her and made her feel comfortable in his
class. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

Linda Saab - June 28 at 09:43 AM

“

When I think of Paul, I see that wonderful smile of his. Such a great guy. My deepest
condolences to all who loved him dearly. May God give you strength. With love,
Joyce

Joyce Denzel - June 28 at 09:40 AM

“

Carol Diebolt lit a candle in memory of Paul Howard Ribbeck

carol diebolt - June 28 at 09:00 AM

“

Paul was the best: a wonderful colleague who brightened and enlightened my
teaching experience. I called him “ Ribeye” and fought him for the pepper at lunch.
RIP my friend.

Mary Casion - June 28 at 08:30 AM

“

Paul was the first person I saw when I came to work at Franklin in the morning and
always had a smile on his face. I remember working with him during the school plays
because I was the audio visual teacher aide and I used to video tape the plays as
well. All his students loved him and so did the teacher aides. A fond memory I have
of Paul was when he invited all the teacher aides up to his summer home in Crystal
Beach and all the laughs, food and drinks we enjoyed. You will be missed.

Pamela Barth - June 28 at 08:18 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to the entire Ribbeck family. Paul was a wonderful, caring
husband, father and grandfather- I have many fond memories of him. Blessings to
his family!

Paula Monaco - June 28 at 08:00 AM

“

I am so, so sorry to hear of Paul’s passing. “Mr. Ribbeck” was my German teacher at
Franklin Junior High when I was in 8th grade. He was an awesome teacher and left
such a lasting impression on me that even years after having him, I never forgot him!
I was lucky enough to get back in touch with him and Beth a few years ago after they
moved to N.C. We kept in touch but unfortunately we were never able to catch up in
person. I will always remember Herr Ribbeck!
Beth and family, I am so sorry for your loss. I know he fought a hard fight. May God
bless you all and keep his loving arms around you during this difficult time.

Deepest sympathies.........Carol (Clark) Diebolt
carol diebolt - June 28 at 12:12 AM

“

Paul and I both taught German in Kenmore, although we were at different middle
schools. He was a wonderful colleague and a popular teacher. It had always been
difficult for the district to offer three languages (Spanish, French and German), but
with a teacher like Paul on staff, they kept it going. He was definitely an asset to the
foreign language department. I am so sorry to hear of his passing.

Audrey Monkiewicz - June 28 at 12:10 AM

