Mary Sanders Foster
July 23, 1930 - October 9, 2020

Mary S. Foster, 90, passed away at Aldersgate Retirement Community in Charlotte on
October 9, 2020. She was born in Postville, Iowa and then moved to Tryon, NC. Mary was
a graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill. She was a 5th-grade elementary teacher at Barringer
Elementary School in Charlotte. Several years after marrying Jim Foster, they relocated to
Greensboro, NC. She was a long-time active member at West Market Methodist church in
Greensboro and Myers Park Methodist Church while in Charlotte. She served as a
Sunday School teacher, a circle leader, and a member of the Women's Society of
Christian Service (W.S.C.S.). Mary was a former member of the Symphony Guild, the
Blandwood Guild, the Weatherspoon Art Gallery and Guild, and a book club and garden
club. She was an avid gardener whose time and work was reflected in her beautiful yard.
Mary also enjoyed playing golf and could say she had shot a hole in one. She is survived
by her two daughters, Margaret McAlister and Harriet Sutton, as well as by grandchildren,
Mary Sanders, Josh, Chad, Patsy, Anna, and Meg, and great grandchildren, Anna and
Ada. Mary was proceeded in death by her husband James B. Foster, Jr., and her sister
Julie Gilbreath. The family would like to extend a very special thank you to the staff and
administration of Aldersgate Retirement Community, Mary’s home for the past 11 years. In
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to West Market Street United
Methodist Church, 203 West Market Street, Greensboro, NC 27401. Online condolences
may be made through www.nicholsonfunerals.com. Nicholson Funeral Home, 135 E Front
St., Statesville, NC 28677.

Comments

“

What a beautiful lady. I remember her from many years ago. Dad and Jim were best
friends growing up. So sorry for your loss. Mom cried when I gave her the news. She
just turned 89 and said she was sorry she never reached out lately, but she has
some issues herself. I remember mom and dad getting so excited when Mary and
Jim would come to visit as they always had fun together. They would talk about Mary
Margaret and "bad" Harriett. I guess the second one is like that. My daughter's
second little girl is "bad" Alice. Please know there a many memories, all good and
hopefully there are together again.
Charles Poston

Charles Poston - October 12 at 10:35 AM

“

Charles our parents always enjoyed their visits. I love Fred and Janice. Please tell your
mother hi for me. Margaret
Margaret McAlister - October 13 at 06:35 AM

“

Bye Mom. I miss you, I love you and my heart is lifted knowing you are no longer
suffering. I am having trouble sleeping because pain does not forget as memories fall
upon a heart now broken. I long for you because you always believed in me and
were always there for me... someone that loved me is now missing.
As I sit and recall all of the wonderful memories of a loving mother who put
happiness in this world and smiles on the faces of my children, I am so thankful for
the time we had together. I am stronger because of you, the road was easier with you
and the burden lightened when you were near.
I will miss you with all that I am.
Harriet

Harriet Sutton - October 11 at 01:45 PM

“

Please accept my condolences for having to part with your sweet Mary. I had the
privilege
of seeing and chatting some with Mary when I went to see my mom, Acree
Armstrong,
on the second floor of Parker Terrace. I can't recall a time when Mary wasn't smiling
or
gracious to receive me at her lunch table or into her room for a brief visit. Just the
sweetest woman. I know you will miss her dearly. She was a treasure.
Robin Ivey

Robin Ivey - October 11 at 11:59 AM

“

Robin, thank you so much! It means so much for you to say that. Thinking of you and your
precious mother while she is in Hospice as well. Loved her sweet birthday picture! Mary ~
granddaughter
Mary - October 11 at 01:29 PM

“

I’m so sorry for your loss. It’s so different without her here I miss her so much she was a
very special lady. All of you are in my prayers.
Donna - October 15 at 05:12 PM

“

She was my fifth-grade teacher at Barringer. She helped me learn to write long-hand
because we were both left-handed. She was such a special teacher and led the
class in putting on a talent show for our parents. On the first day back from summer
break after the fifth grade, I rushed back to her class-room hoping to see her and
was upset when I saw the name "Mrs. Foster" on the door. I peeked inside and saw
that it was Miss Sanders , but she had married Mr. Foster. Please know that she had
a profound effect on a young boy who has never forgotten her. I am very sorry for
your loss of a wonderfull lady.
Harold (Hal ) Shinn

Hal Shinn - October 11 at 10:16 AM

“

Hal, thank you so much for sharing this! It is special hearing stories like this. Mary ~
granddaughter
Mary - October 11 at 01:31 PM

“

Hal, what a wonderful memory of Mom teaching! Thank you so much for sharing it with us!
Harriet
Harriet - October 12 at 08:13 AM

“

Dear Margaret and Harriet, Your mother and your dad were special friends to us.
Early in our friendship, we put on a party at the Morehead Carriage House and later
they joined us in a stueward event at First Presbyterian Church (and that was
significant considering their strong Methodist commitment). And we remember times
with you when your parents called: Margaret's car trunk event and Harriet in the
Aycock School play. And we remember when your mother decorated the house and
your dad insisted - and prevailed - that his old chair (was it a recliner) stay where it
had always been. All this may seem inappropriate to say at this time but maybe it will
help in your time of grief. We hosted your parents to dinner at Lucky Thirty Two the
evening before they left for Charlotte.
We love all the family, Doris and Rip

Doris and Rip Bernhardst - October 11 at 10:10 AM

“

Thank you so much for sharing this. Got a good laugh about Granny decorating and
Grandpa and his recliner. I heard your names often growing up - all good things of course!!
Mary ~ granddaughter
Mary - October 11 at 01:35 PM

“

Thank you so much, Doris and Rip! It is wonderful to hear your memories of Mom and
amusing to hear about the recliner. I have such fond memories of you and your family.
Much love, Harriet
Harriet - October 12 at 08:10 AM

“

Nicholson Funeral Home lit a candle in memory of Mary Sanders Foster

Nicholson Funeral Home - October 09 at 03:34 PM

“

Dear Margaret and Harriet, I was so sorry to read about your Mom. I will always remember
her as being so sweet and so pretty! She and your Dad were both always so kind and
interesting when I would see them. Margaret, even though it has been 38 years, I still think
of you whenever I look at the precious needlepoint gift you gave me when Ken & I got
married....it’s still hanging and one of my favorites!!!
Kirt Rendleman Austin - October 11 at 04:48 PM

“

I worked for Mary in her yard as a designer in Greensboro. She loved her garden and was
very fun to work with. One memory is finding her on her hands and knees picking up leaves
in the fall so that the back yard was perfect! We had a laugh about that and several other
things, you could tell she loved people. She was a treasure. Suzanne Ponting
Suzanne Ponting - October 11 at 09:31 PM

“

Suzanne, what a wonderful story. Thank you for sharing. Mother had a beautiful yard and
reflected her hard work.
Margaret McAlister - October 13 at 06:37 AM

“

Kirt, thank you so much for your kind words about Mom. She will be greatly missed!
Harriet - October 13 at 11:19 AM

