Dr. William (Bill) Wortman
August 2, 1934 - January 6, 2020

On 6 January 2020 Dr. William Wortman, a passionate and dedicated traveler, departed
on his last and longest trip to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler
returns.
Bill was born 2 August 1934 in Morganton, N.C. to W.J. “Buck” Wortman and Roberta
Royster Wortman. Despite a Dutch surname he was proud of his predominantly ScotchIrish heritage. Moving to Charlotte in 1944, Bill attended public school, graduating from
Central High in 1952. He was active in the Dramatics Club, the Marching and Concert
Band, and the Chorus. In 1956 he received his AB degree from Duke Univ. where he was
a member of Delta Tau Delta fraternity. Bill was also a member of Delta Phi Alpha, the
German honorary fraternity. He attended Emory University for graduate studies in
psychology.
In 1957 he was commissioned an Ensign in the U.S. Navy following Naval Officer’s
Candidate School and was assigned to Intelligence. He served aboard USS Leyte (CVS
32), USS Mercury (AKS 42), USS Salinan (ATF 161) and on various assignments in
Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Caribbean before returning to Medical School. He
received his MD Degree from Wake Forest University in 1964 and served his internship at
the Naval Hospital, Charleston, S.C. where he was told he held the record for the fastest
appendectomy by an intern in a Naval Hospital. The patient survived.
After a year’s Fellowship in GYN surgery at Virginia Mason Hospital in Seattle he was
invited by Professor Louis Hellman, M.D., the prestigious author of the standard textbook
of Obstetrics, to complete training at Kings County Hospital and the State University of
New York in Brooklyn, N.Y., where he served as Chief Resident and Instructor.
Bill opened his OB-GYN practice in Charlotte in July 1969. He, with two Physician friends
introduced laparoscopy to the area in the early 1970’s. An accomplished surgeon, Bill was
known for his 18 minute bloodless hysterectomies, and practiced medicine and surgery
until 1996 before retiring to Lake Norman.
A talented and prolific writer and poet, he published over 100 poems and numerous
articles in both national magazines and professional journals. When asked to identify
controversial articles of his creation he once said, “They were written and published
anonymously under a nom-de-plume in order to protect me, my family, my reputation or

my career from attacks by those liars, leeches, demagogues, dastards, hypocrites and
humbugs about whom I wrote in the first place. Don’t ask!” Only a few confidants knew his
pseudonym.
His published novel, The Shimmering Bubble, recounted tales of physicians he knew as
well as insights into his military career. Other works were in progress.
He was a frequent contributor to newspaper opinion pages and always proudly signed his
real name. He took great delight in the occasional unsigned hate mail he received in plain
white envelopes with no return addresses from what he disdainfully described as
“spineless cowards whose convictions aren’t strong enough or valid enough for them to
claim, much less about which I need not to be concerned. They’re lower than whale
(poop) at the bottom of the ocean.” The bane of his existence were Right to Life Fanatics,
Religious Zealots, Autodidactic pomposities and Neo-prohibitionists.
While in practice Bill was a frequent guest on local radio and television stations discussing
medical matters. He was once declared by a local television personality to be “the master
of the 13 second sound byte” for his ability to give short, snappy and pertinent responses
to questions asked. He never began a response with either “Uh” or “Well,” and never said
“You know.”
He wrote by invitation the chapter on Obstetrics and Gynecology in A Career Guide for
Medical Students©, a copy of which for a number of years was given by Pfizer
Pharmaceuticals to every graduating medical student in the United States.
Bill’s love of music led him from early childhood to sing in church choirs and other vocal
groups. His achievements included composing numerous choral works. He joined the
Opera Carolina Chorus in 1987 as a second bass and sang with them for over ten years.
He also served on The Board of Directors of Opera Carolina.
One of his abiding passions was food and wine. A gourmet chef and wine connoisseur, Bill
traveled the world seeking new adventures in both. He was a member of Les Chevaliers
du Tastevin, the Burgundian wine society, and achieved the rank of Commandeur. He also
served as the National (Etats Unis) Vice Echanson (V.P.) of La Chaîne des Rôtisseurs, the
oldest and largest food and wine society in the world, and of which he also held the rank
of Commandeur.
He served as a Trustee of the Chaîne Foundation, which provides scholarships for young
chefs and sommeliers in training. As Editor for six years of both the Mondiale (wine) and
Turning Spit (features) sections of the Chaîne’s national publication, Gastronome, he
wrote articles both educational and humorous.
In 2014 he was elected to the Conseil d’Honneur, the Chaîne’s second highest honorary
award.
Love of wine led him to become an original investor in and an Owner/Director of Tryon
Distributing, an N.C. wine and beer importer and distributor. He remained active until his
death.

Bill was a member of L’Ordre Mondiale du Vin, the Acadamié Brillat-Savarin, the
Statesville Country Club, a former member of the Charlotte Athletic Club, The Peninsula
Club, Peninsula Yacht Club, and Carmel Country Club, as well as numerous professional
organizations. His love of a good single-malt scotch and a Scottish heritage led to
membership in the St. Andrew’s Society.
Bill leaves behind his wife, Andrea Denise Edwards, J.D.; his daughter Laura and
husband Paul Solitario of Charlotte, NC, and Christine of Washington, D.C., and Elizabeth
of New York, NY; his son, Captain (Ret) Richard Wortman, USN and wife Martine of
Ashburn, VA, and grandsons Mitchell of Boulder, CO and Justin of McKeesport, PA. He
also reluctantly leaves his Schnauzer buddy, Chief, but will be interred with the ashes of
former canine companions Bogie, Beamer, Grover and Benzie.
He also leaves behind many friends with whom he shared a bottle of wine. Like his father
“Buck” before him, Bill’s Bar never closed. Friends were always welcome to stop by for a
glass or two of their beverage of choice. The family hopes they may continue to
occasionally raise a Riedel to his memory.
A memorial service will be held at Nicholson Funeral Home in Statesville, NC on Saturday,
18 January at 1:00 pm. The family will receive visitors after the service at the Statesville
Country Club from 2:30 to 4:00 pm.
The family requests no flowers. Memorials may be made to the Chaîne Foundation,
Châine House at Fairleigh Dickinson U., 285 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ 07940-1099,
the charity of the donor’s choice, or used to purchase a fine bottle with which to toast the
memory of this unique and remarkable man.
Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared at
www.nicholsonfunerals.com. Nicholson Funeral Home is entrusted with the arrangements.
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Comments

“

The Alpha and Omega!! Friend, Poet, Writer, Photographer, Pontificator,
Connoisseur of all things bright and beautiful
I will always remember "Wine Nut"
Your forever friend and fan
Angelus

Angelus Rickenbaker - January 17, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

I served on the board of PAL and that's when I met Bill. He was a wonderful man,
always bringing a fantastic bottle of wine to every board member and even pouring it
in the cups for all of us. It's hard to think of him not here anymore. I had no idea until
I read his obituary what an absolutely incredible guy he really was. I sure wish he
was still here. God bless your entire family.

Kay Peeler - January 15, 2020 at 08:07 PM

“

Dear Andrea, I am so sad to hear about Bill's passing. I was always so fond of him
and thought he was charming and witty. He will be greatly missed.
love , Jamee and John Harrell

Jamee Harrell - January 15, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

All of Bill's friends, classmates and colleagues at Bowman Gray and Wake Forest
Baptist Health are sending you their love and strength Andrea.
The world has truly lost a wonderful and caring physician, a quick wit and a unique
soul. How lucky were we to count him among our friends.

Allison Brouillette - January 13, 2020 at 09:36 AM

“

I am saddened to read about the passing of Dr. Wortman. As a longtime health
reporter for the Charlotte Observer, I was often the recipient of emails and phone
calls from Dr. W, and we would talk for a long time, not only about the state of health
care but also about his interest in wine and gourmet food. I so enjoyed our
conversations and his wit and sense of humor. I don't know anyone in the family, but
I wanted you to know what a remarkable impact he had on people like me, who just
had occasional contact.
I'm thinking of you and wishing you well. The obituary - which I assume he had a
hand in writing? - was well done and inspiring.
Karen Garloch, Charlotte

Karen Garloch - January 12, 2020 at 05:25 PM

“

Andrea, I just read of Bill's passing, and I hope you are doing well. I will sorely miss
that guy. We didn't get together often after retirement, but perhaps in the future. I
never had a better friend, classmate, supporter, or bridge partner. He leaves a hole in
all our hearts.
Dr W R Griffin Jr.

Bill Griffin - January 12, 2020 at 07:25 AM

“

What a beautifully written, interesting and entertaining obituary! Bill was unlike no
other, and left lasting impressions on whomever’s presence he graced. He will be
greatly missed. ~ Kayte Pearsall, Beth @ Company

Kayte Pearsall - January 10, 2020 at 04:24 PM

“

My heart is saddened to hear of the passing of Dr. Bill. He was an amazing physician
and surgeon. I was so lucky to be one of his first patients - he always made me
laugh! What a wonderful, colorful life he had, so much talent in everything he did!
May God wrap his arms around his family during this time!

Janette Sumner - January 10, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

Bill was such a unique person - he had such a way with words! I graduated with Bill,
Central High Class of '52, and this wonderful man delivered my first grandchild - how
could I not love him. Andrea, may God grant you peace, His amazing comfort and
grace during these days of saying goodbye. Sweet Bill, you have earned your angel
wings, so fly high as you travel through heaven. You will be missed by so many! xxoo

nancy c mangum - January 10, 2020 at 11:23 AM

“

What a talented soul he was, and quick with commentary! We send heartfelt wishes
to you, Andrea, that you may find comfort in shared memories and feel his love for
you as you mourn his loss.
Linda and John Marshall

linda marshall - January 09, 2020 at 11:41 AM

“

Andrea, I am so sorry. Losing sweet Bill is certainly a terrible loss to us all. We love
you and are praying for you!
Lynn Gullett

Lynn Gullett - January 08, 2020 at 09:25 PM

“

So sad to hear of Dr Bill's passing. Great doctor and friend in the 1970's and
1980's.He will surely be missed by all who knew him. Sharon Miller Willmann

Sharon Willmann - January 08, 2020 at 06:13 PM

“

Andrea, my thoughts and prayers are with you.

Beverly Teague - January 08, 2020 at 05:56 PM

“

Andrea, we are so sorry for your loss. May God bless you.
Linda and Frank Johnson

Linda Johnson - January 08, 2020 at 05:20 PM

“

I have fond memories of Bill from my time in Statesville. I enjoyed following him on
social media and am shocked and saddened at his passing. Andrea, I wish you
peace and comfort at this difficult time.

Phil Leftwich - January 08, 2020 at 04:48 PM

“

Cindy Hollar lit a candle in memory of Dr. William (Bill) Wortman

Cindy Hollar - January 08, 2020 at 04:11 PM

“

A Delightful Man ... One can only hope to have as positive an impact with so many
as Bill did. Prayers for you Andrea

Ron Wyatt - January 08, 2020 at 03:41 PM

“

Great man. One of the nicest person I’ve ever had the pleasure of meeting. RIP. I will never
forget sharing a bottle with you at you house. Kathy and I are praying for Andrea and the
family
leon swartz - January 08, 2020 at 06:18 PM

“

Andrea....so sorry to hear about Bill’s passing! My love and support is with you and the
family. Just moved to an independent living facility. Not able to come! Love and prayers.
Barbara Smart-Smith
barbara Smart-Smith - January 09, 2020 at 09:48 AM

“

Barry & Shirley Sechrist lit a candle in memory of Dr. William (Bill) Wortman

Barry & Shirley Sechrist - January 08, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

Andrea, I am so sorry to hear of Bill's passing. He was always very kind to me and
always had a story or funny joke as well. Please know that I will be keeping you and
the family in my thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.

Jamie Troutman McMahon - January 08, 2020 at 01:24 PM

“

Andrea, my heart aches with you and for you in the loss of Bill. He was a kind and
generous person. I still remember when you and he hosted my friend and me to dinner on
the waterfront in Wilmington when you came to speak to the NC legal group there, where
he introduced me to the finest wine I’ve ever tasted! He will be missed. May God bless you
and his family with comfort and peace.
Mary R Brawley - January 08, 2020 at 04:57 PM

“

I will always remember Dr. Bill's loving care as my doctor, and the joy of singing in
the choir with him at St. John's Baptist in Charlotte. He was a unique encourager
when times were tough, and those sparkling blue eyes brightened many a day.
Heartfelt condolences to Andrea, his children and grandchildren.

Sarah Brown Otey Rabinowitz - January 08, 2020 at 01:06 PM

“

I'm shocked and saddened to hear that my old friend Bill has passed away. My
condolences to Andrea and the rest of his family. He was a brilliant and talented
physician, writer, and will be missed by all who had the privilege of knowing him.

Diana Price - January 08, 2020 at 12:58 PM

“

A unique and accomplished person, and good friend. You will be missed. Carole
Gray Moore

Carole Gray Moore - January 08, 2020 at 11:34 AM

“

Kristen StClair sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr. William (Bill) Wortman

Kristen StClair - January 08, 2020 at 10:18 AM

“

Bill Brater lit a candle in memory of Dr. William (Bill) Wortman

Bill Brater - January 08, 2020 at 09:12 AM

“

Nicholson Funeral Home lit a candle in memory of Dr. William (Bill) Wortman

Nicholson Funeral Home - January 08, 2020 at 09:11 AM

